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= 1 FRE none of my Peaple or N will be fo || 24; 
weak as to think that: theſe yery Words have 
paſſed between me and a Neighbour, The Quęfli- 
ent indeed have been aſ d by one and another,and 5 
the Anſwers (in Subftance ) return'd,* I have caſt N wt; 
the Diſcourſe into this Dialogiftical Mould to ren- 


der it more agreeable to the lower Ranks of Men, 7 ; 
ö for whoſe W it is . deſign'd.. e 
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A D 05 * L 0 ov 2 b tw. 
a Miniſter V and his 7 0 eigh 5 


bour about the Times. 


\ 0 


I Neigbbour. But by your coming ſo 
5 ls late in the Evening I believe you-- 


; have Buſineſs of Importance, i 7 ; | 
what is the Occafion of your Vite ? 1 . "ij 


1 e 600 We Sir, Since 1 uſt fa 5 1 
and Iiſcourſed with you my Occaſions have DN: Fi : | 
me abroad, and I have been in Places where * — j 


have heard much of what is called 
but inſtead of being 
about zit, 'I- am more at a Loſs what to think: 


the Wark 


and adviſed by you. 


of it than ever: I. come . to . inſtructel WE YN 


Have you read my like a. ara a pi. 8 | 


him 10 People. F 


N. Yes sir, and I find by whit you hats W 3 ö 
ten, that you ee gi Nr Rom, \ Ry where 8 235 


— been. 0 


' . 
l a y Fe > r 17 ? 
* ” = - 
; : 1 Rf 
o = 
"Ps ol 
8 . % , 1 ” 1 


Am 14 to dee you 1 my 8 : 7 . 


better ſatisfieck 4 


1 4 3 
3 Well Neighbour, be not. 1 


Fcharitably believe you are an humble and fincere 
Enquirer after the Truth ; fo I truſt by the Help 


of GOD's Word and Spirit (on which 1 depend) 
1 may be an [n/frument to en] —_ you Put 
what ins you pleaſe to me 


W Si r the grand. Dueftion I want to be refoly' 
in is, What it the Work of GOD? e 


M. There are many Things which may be 


cCall'd the Work of GOD and are really ſo; As the 
Work of. Creation, Providence, Redemption in ge- 


neral ; and ſome. eminent Aal of Merty and 
Fudgment have had: that Name given. them in 
particular ; ; and our” Faith and Obedience are tiled 


ſo in the Goſpel. But that which is now called, 
the Wort of GOD in the Land, and appears ſo to 


me is, The Work of bis Grace wrought. on. the 


& Hearts. of many, by his Word and Spirit. It 
is; paſt- doubt with me that the Bleſſed Six 


las been ſent. down to convict, convince and con- 
dert nern and to quicken, enliven and comfort: 


the, Saints aud a+. conſpicuous Reformation is 
wro'tin: ſome Places -A glorious Work of GOD: 
this, which calls for our moſt raiſed Wee 
ings and Fe ' 


N. Sir, If this "a als Wirk 70 GOD and it: con- 


fiſts in ſuch Things, has it not been with us all a- 


IF lang even fr om the firſt planting of theſe Colonie? 
5 can is it diftinguiſh'd now an ih Work of 


Ho : 
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74 It "I heen with us from the Beginning, J 


our Fathers faw many golden Seaſons of it, and int 
ſucceflive Years this Work has been begun and 
carried on in precious Souls, but more . eſpecially 


through the acceptable Year of the LORD that has: 


rowl'd over us, there has been ſuch a Revival and 
Increaſe of it as well deſerves to be diſtinguiſh'd' 
and call'd the ort of. G OD, ot the autpouring of the 
SPIRIT. as Others expreſs it. It ſeems to me there 
has been a partial Accompliſhment of ſome gra- 
cious Prophecies and Promiſes, on which: the faĩth- 


ful 1 of GOD in the Land have hag Waile" 


and hoped.. 4 
N. But * you mean 1 more nor leſs 

(Sir ) by the Work of GOD among us; or the 

oytpouring” of the Spirit than this Wort of Grate in 


e Converſion, Light and. Comfort 155 
M. I am perſwaded it is ſafeſt 3 beſt to fir 


upon this only, as the preſent Work of God in 


the Land; and not to place it in uncertain Ap- 
pearances.---I have good Reaſon to think (having: 
bad Opportunity to converſe with all Sorts of 
Perſons) that if Miniſters and Chriſtians had hu 
fix'd it, there would not have been that ſeeming 
Oppoſition to it from good Men ; gnd: that we” 
ſhould alſo have cut «ff Occaſion from thoſe 'who wm 
Enemies to ſerious Godlineſs to ſcoff at it. e 


1 Sir I am told that the great Degretaf Pad 
fons Diftreſs, and the Suddenneſs of Converſions,” as; 


well as the Numbers, diſtinguiſh it from * other 
Works of this Nature. 
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ſome by an unſtilſul handling the Word ang dri- 


24. Why truly Neighbour, J have been ſome- 
times ready to think fo too. We muſt own GOD 
to be ſovereign in the Manner of diſpenſing his 
Grace, The Spirit of GOD works variouſly at 
different Times, and on different Perſons, and all 
to bring to paſs the ſame happy Event, There- 


fore without denying the Thing, I will venture to 


reply, (1.) That the Degree. of Diftreſs Perſons 
are thrown into. may be owing to various Cauſes, 
in ſome to their greater Guilt, in others to their 
Conflitution of Body, or Habit of Mind; in others 
to the grand Adverſaries Oppolition ; and I doubt 
not it bas been I ogy ra and augmented of Jate in 


ving poor Souls into Deſpair, who ſhould have been, 
led weary and heavy laden to Chriſt, I would 


not have you offended at this /a/? Ground menti- 
oned. You know I have been always far from 


diſcouraging deep and thorow Convictions, yet my 
Bible and Experience teaches me that there is 


Danger of Perſons being ſtuallouꝰd up with ↄver- 
much Serrow, (2 Cor. 2,7.) Diſtraction or a 


Deprivation of Reaſon is far from being ſerviceable Nope 


to Converſion. (2.) As to the Suddenneſs of 
Converſions I own that according to aJudgment of 


Charity many Perſons of late have in a veryſbari Time 
paſs'd from a State of Nature to a State of Grace; 


i. e. without continuing a long while under legal Hu- 


miliations : but it does, &learly appear to me that it 


has been more ſudden in Proportion to the Num- 


| bers awaken'd then in other gracious Seaſons we. 


have enjoy'd or that I have read of. In a Word, 
Neither the Degree of Diſtreſs ; nor the Sudden- 


a 


8 yy : = 
171 Ts 


wb Converſions ; ; nor the Number . . 
tender this any other than the ſame Work of 
GOD's Spirit and Grace which. J before de- | 
ſcrib'd.. as | | „ 


N. Sir, there. are cher Hppearantes | in 3 
places which are called a Part of this Work, and 
which you have ſhown your Di/like of; ſuch as 
Dreams, Trances, Viſions, Revelations and Inpulſis: 
I pray you would Tow EE KO more c 

bout them. 3d 


n M. 11 tive ſnowi my Diliite © of them becauſe all 

i- Iich Things evidently" lead us from the Word af 
n. (GOD, the only Rule by which we can judge of this 
d Mork, or of our own ſtate; & by which we ſhall 10 
i- Widged at the laſt Day. I ſee no Reaſon why we 
m hould look for ſuch Things under the preſent "Dif f 
xenfation. It is well known to the World that 
uach as have encourag'd them and hearken'd to 
em (in later Ages) have fallen into dangerous 

Errors and the moſt miſchievous Enterpriſes ; as 
ppears from undoubted Hiſtory. Methinks the 


of Parolina Story lately printed (which you have 
tof ad) is enough to deter one from ſuch Things. 1 
ime 


Pre ever taught you that the Bible i a perfect 
3 Rule of Faith and Manners, a more ſure Word of 
Ha- Prophecy: We are ſafe while we adhere to it, bur 
at it te know not into whoſe Hands we fall when we 
im- ſve heed to Fancies and Lmpreffions. 
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there may be much of the Work of GOD's' Spi- 
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N. I have been in ſeveral Congregations of late 
"Where the People have been ſo wrought upon by 
the Word, that they have ſcream'd out, fallen down, 
fainted, ſwoon'd, &: And the Miniſters have 

inſtantly given Thanks for the outpouring of the 

. : | beg more of your Sentiments on this 


AM. I think u certain Judgment can be form'd 
of the Succeſs of the Word from ſuch Things; or 
that GOD owns the Preacher. If they happen 
under the plain powerful Preaching of the Word, 


and due care is taken that the UVaderflanding of i 


the Hearers are enlighten'd, and their Judgments 
inform'd, as well as their Paſſions ſtirr'd ; I own 


Tit upon their Minds, and I doubt not this has 
ſometimes been theCaſe ; but if they were excited 
and encreaſed only by ton#rous Sounds, Words 
without Meaning, * Geſtures, and a direct 
Application to the 

haye no Opinion of them: And you can't think 
J ſpeak this from Envy ſince ſome of the fir/ 
Screamings in theſe Parts on the Sabbath, were 


nſes and Paſhons ; I can 


under ny Preaching and they have been repeated. re- 


Mr. Henry's Note on the Epheſ. 1. 17, Fe. is 
worthy to be thought on. The Graces and 


© Comforts of the Spirit are communicated.to the. 


c Soul by the enlightning the Underſtanding, 
„„In this Way he gains and keeps Poſſeſſion. 
c Satan takes a contrary Way, he pets Poſſeſſi- 
«© on by the Senſes and Paſſuns 5 Chriſt by the 
„ oO, CEE H97 


N. 


[9] 
N. TI remember Sir above a Year ago, you 
by preach'd down A illiterate E æhorters, yet where I 
on, (have been they are much encourag'd : The Mi- 
aye Iniſters call them Forth to ſpeak in the Afſemblies- 
the eſpecially at or after Evening Lectures, and they 


this peak 4uthoritatively in the Name of their great 
LORD and MASTER. * 


M. My Mind as to ſuch is fully declar'd in my 
Direct ion, and I ſee noReaſonts ſoften one Syllable 
f it: They act in direct Oppoſition to theConſtitu= 
jon of the Goſpel- Church, and particularly to thoſe 
oſtolic Rules, 1 Cor. 7. 20-½4. Let every Man abide 
n the ſame Calling wherein he is called. Let every 
an wherein he is, called abide therein with GOD. 


Wn 

Spi- Now you' muſt know theſe Rules were given to 
has N- Converts in the Times of Inſpiration, and their 
ited force is rather increaſed than diminiſb'd in our 
ords Pay. The natural Tendency of their Practice 


is, (as a Divine of our own expreſſes it) to in- 
troduce Diſorder, and to bring the Goſpel-Mi- 
bink T niftry into Contempt; as if there needed no 
Study, Gifts and Learning to qualify Men for 
this difficult and important Office,” We have 
ready ſeen lamentable Effects of their Preach= 
tents, ſuch as the pious Mr. Flavel mentions in 
s excellent Writings to have happen'd in his 
imes T. Some worthy Miniſters have had their 
cople. drawn and rent from them by the Noiſe 


BEE, P 2 3 — — 


eli. 2 * — ; » 3 
' theſſ+ See his Blow at the Root. 


Fro]. 


and Non-ſenſe of ſuch Creatures,--- 'Thoſe who. 
ſet them up and Dy them would do well 
to ponder that Text, 1 Tim. 5. 22. Lay Hand; 
ſuddenly on no Man, neither be Rr of other; 


Mens Sins: keep = Self pore, You ſpeak of 
their high ſwelling Wordt, and coming in the, 
Name of their great LORD and MASTER; this 5 
would make me rather ſuſpect them than entertai 2 
them: For if their Practice is contrary, to thq s 
Word of GOD (as I have ſhewn) they certainl; 
come in their own Name and run before they ard 
ſent. I really thought ſince the Reverend Mr p 
Tennant's Letter was publiſh'd, they had been diſ ( 
courag'd almoſt every where. 


N. Sir by the Anſwer you have given it ſee! 
almoſt needleſs for me to enquire about Namen 
praying and exhorting in publick Aſſemblies : Yet ky 
have heard them hold forth boy. an Hour toY x 
| gether. | A 


M. Why that is Ail more ridiculous and extra 
wagant, being againſt Nature and in the Front ff 5. 
a poſitive Prohibition 1 Tim, 2, 11. 12. But Nx. 
Suffer not a Moman to teach,-=-i. e. publickly : Fc Ps 
it is their bounden Duty and very commendablJ f. 
Zo teach their Children and Servants privately. --} . 
But the Practices of both Sexes, as ta what I ar . 
peaking of, is built on the ſame uncertain Founſ 
tion, viz, an inward Call, or Impulſe ; and the a, 
being fancied and hearkned- te have prompte : 


Obilaren and Servants in ans Places to os N 
Ihe 


who 
well 
land. 
„Her 


k of 


the 
this 
2rtai 
* the 
tain 
J arg 
| Mr 
n dif: 


T 111 
their Parents and Maſters, and all under the 


ſpecious Notion of obeying GOD rather than a 


Man. | 


MN. But T hope Sir, notwithſtanding, you ars 
not wholly againſt Miniſters and Candidates for 
the Miniſtry going about from Town to Town propa- 
cating Religion and promoting the genuine Work 
TCUOD..” Dt, | 


M. Look you Neighbour, this is a tender 
Point: Yet I will venture to anſwer to it, 
(I.) Neg. I am not againſt Miniſters going to 
Places where the Miniſter and People deſire their 
Help, or where they are gladly receiv'd when they 
offer themſelves, TI believe good Service has been 
done by ſome ſuch regular Itinerants. You know 
what my Practice has been. But then (2.) Poſt. 
I am utterly againſt Gentlemen's forcing into their 
Neighbours Pulpits ; or invading their Pariſbes 3 


Jor creeping into Houſes at the Deſire of a few Hal- 


contents. What is the Language of their Practice 
but this, <* You are unfaithful or unſfilſul, or L 
have greater Gifts and Talents, or the LoxD owns 
me, &c.” And how common has it been for 
ſuch Invaders to proclaim aloud to the Flock, 


Ichat their Shepherd is an unconverted Man, and 


they ought to ſeparate from Him, When Candi- 
dates for the Miniſtry take it upon them to ſay or 
do thus, it is ſtill more unſufferable ! I always 


J thought the Reaſon why we admit theſe young 
Men to preach in our Pulpits at all was this, | 


* That Chriſt's Miniſters and Members might 
5 B 2 1 75 Judge 


11 


judge of their Qualifications, and that they preach 
upon Probation, as the common Phraſe is. I know 
of no Right or Claim they have from the Word of 
GOD, or the Reaſon of the Thing, to reprove, 
rebuke, and exhort aut horitatiuely as ſome of them 
ol late do. 135 


N. Sir I know you have improved but a few 
of theſe Miniſters and Candidates, but I did not 
know you was ſo much againſt them, + 


M. I have ſent for and invited as J had Oppor- 
tunity ſuch Men as I thought in my Conſcience 
would be moit likely to promote the Kingdom of 
Chriſt and pure and undefil'd Religion among us. 
And I am not againſt imploying any Miniſters or 
Candidates that have Knowledge and lead a good 

Life, and preach ſound Doctrine, and »/e Study 

and Preparation for Pulpit Exerciſes, and are Men 
of Order and not carried away by Impulſes. But I 

have Reaſon to think ſome of thoſe that go about, 
and have been follow'd in our Neighbourhood and 


elſewhere, (and by ſuch too who are vaſtly their 


Superiors both in Gifts and Graces) are very Qua- 
Tiers in the grand Doctrihe of the Spirit's Influence, 
and have commonly dropt ſuch anguarded Ex- 
preſſions as tend to obſtruct the genuine Work 
of GOD ; and therefore I have caution'd my People 
and do again ſo. 1 Cor. 4. 24. J write not theſe 
Things ta ſhame you, but as my beloved Sons I warn you. 
N. Dear Sir, I would not treſpaſs on your Pa- 
tience but there are one or two Things more in 
your Direction that I need to be enlightned in. 


/ 4 


1131 
M. You know good Neighbour I have pro- 
mis'd (in the Cloſe of it) to ſatisfy any of my o.wõ a 


People ;---Speak freely. 


N. What do you mean Sir, by Hymns of bu- 
man Compoſition, &c. which you ſeem to forbid-the. 
Uſe of? | | Ws — 


M. I would by no Means be underſtood to in- 
tend any Parts or Portions of the Holy Scriptures 
agreeably paraphras'd or turn'd into Meeter ; pro- 
per to be ſung in worſhiping Congregations : I 
wiſh to ſee more of the Bible verſify'd meet for, 
the Uſe of the Churches. We are much oblig'd 


„Ito Dr. Vatts and others for the Parts done by 


them. What I am againſt is every Preachers 
bringing what Hymns and Sonnets he pleaſes to be 
ſung among us. I have Reaſon to fear that He- 
reſy may creep in at this Noor, A few Years 
ago, when ſome worthy Miniſters mov'd for the 
Uſe of another Tranſlation of the Pſalms, there 


was a loud Cry rais'd of Innovation, Popery &c. 


but now it ſeems the P/alms themſelves may be 
almoſt wholly laid aſide in private Meetings, and 
Evening Lectures; and meer human Compoſures, 
and ſome of them lotu enough too, without much 
Oppoſition introduc'd : This can't be from the 
tirit of GOD who will for ever put Honour on the 
— „ Fu 


N. T have been told Sir, that Religion will not 3 
de likely to flouriſb unleſs we do ſing them, and | 


M. You © 


bout the Streets too. 


Hear me ? 


i Ci} 


AA. You will excuſe me Neighbour if J forbear 
expoſing that oftentatious Humour any further; ſuch 
as indulg'd it in theſe Parts are aſham'd of it, 
and have reformed it; and my End is an- 

N. I thank you Sir for the Freedoms. you have 
allow'd me and the Light you have offer'd. If 1 
ſhould have any other Difficulty about the Times 
or your Direction, I hope you'll be ſo good as to 


— 


M. Yes Neighbour, come as often as you 
pleaſe, and if it don't interfere with greater Du-fſ1 


ties, I will anſwer you as GOD ſhall enable me. 


But before we part ſuffer me to give you a Caution; 
and Exhortation : Be not offended at theſe Things, 
or prejudic d againſt the genuine Work of GOD 
from Diſorders and Irregularities that ariſe among 
us, either from the Weakneſs and Corruption o 
the human Nature, or the Malice of Satan not 
wholly reſtrain'd: And be ſure to put in for: 
Share of the ſpiritual Bleſſings ſo liberally beſtow” 
at this Day. Be more careful and diligent in the 
working out your Soul's Salvation, than to be ſatiY,, 
d about this or the other Occurence. Givqh, 
* ſelf to Prayer, to reading and hearing that 

ord, to Meditation, Self- Examination, and lef,; 
nothing ſatisfy you ſhort of a whole Chriſt and 4% 
whole Salvation, The Grace of the Lord Feſulp, 
be with you. | 1 
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WW HEREAS Mr John 26 p a 3 as 1 
me. hear) has taken publick Notice of, and 
tion faulted a age in the Preface of my Direction; 5 
1083, viz. This Principle is actually vented in Connecticut, 
3ODFUnregenerate Men ought not to read the Bible; ” 
mongſ And alſo undertaken for the Orthodoxy of the 
ion oiwhole Colony in that Point: I truft I ſhall give 
a noting Offence, by thus anſwering his Remarks and 
for A Aſſertions. In the firſt Place, I am much pleas'd 
tow q with his branding it as a vile Principle. I wiſh 
he every Man, Woman and Child in the Colony 
may join with him in deteſting it. I readily own 


End that upon the View I then had of the reli- 

ind if ious Affairs of the Colony, I declin'd telling 
t and Pim. I apprehend the known Rules of Friend- 
7 Fel bip, will juftiyy my Conduct herein. I have not 

5 harg'd Mr. Lee, or any particular Gentleman 

850 dy Name. What Call LE he then. to. reſent it 

KP W ? Who are his 
Crs 


Ihe has apply'd to me for the Name of my Author; 


- 


PO What i is ; th Deſign ? - What has promy- 
ted him to give his bare negative Evidence? Ha 
he never once heard in all his Peregrinations, that 
ſome Teachers there, have ſpoken ſlightily of the 
Bible, and been publickly animadverted upon for 
it? I pray the Gentleman would try to recolled 
a few Inſtances:--- This may ſerve to let the Pub- 
lick know, That at my Houſe, on the laſt of 
May, I interrogated him before Company: Haveſſſi 
you not heard of a Miniſtier ( ſpare his Name) 
declaring to this Purpoſe, ** That for Miniſters to 
adviſe Per ſons under Concern, to pray to GOD, and 
apply themſelves to reading the Scriptures. for Lak 
and Direction, is the wor/t Advice that could be 
given ?” He anſwer'd yes he had, and in more 
ſhocking Language, ſuch as this, No Devil in Hel 
could give worſe; and then added, that he went 
and enquired of the Miniſter what he meant; and 
the Miniſter told him, this was his Meaning, 
« That if People are told to reft in ſuch Methods it 
was the worſt Advice.” Now, whether that Mi- 
niſter, or others, who deliver. ſuch unſafe Para 
_ doxes are always careful (in the Time of it) to 
diſtinguiſh and interpret, may be queſtion'd. Some 
worthy Gentlemen ( now in theſe Parts ) - who 
have been diſcours'd with by me and others ſay 
they are wanting. Mr, Lee alſo own'd (at the 
ſame Time) that ſome had ſaid, ** The Bible was 
@ dead Letter .“ Why then is he fo ſurpriz'd i, 


+ I wrote this Converſation a few Minutes 
after Mr. Lee and I parted, upon what hef 
intimated to me of his printing ſomething 

about my Preface, 


- 8 
=_— . 
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omp⸗ . hope he has not ſeen that Spirit (in all his hide - 
Haus Forms) which one not far from the Colony 
that aw, upon opening the Direction it ſelf, whoſe 
f the Name and Profeſſion I ſpare. How well acquain- 
1 for ed the Gentleman may be with the religious Com- 
„led Motion there, I know not, ( he ſays he is Second - 
Pub- none except the Itinerant Miniſters ) yet he 
{| offfcntures too far in inſinuating that =o ſuch Prin- 
Haveſiple is favour'd there, Had that Gentleman only 
ime )ſpalted the Words I us'd in ſetting forth the 
ers to rinciple, and objected they were too ſtrong ; 
„ andſbat no one in thoſe: very Terms had thrown 
Lighi Contempt on the Bible, it might poſſibly have 
Id beſpelp'd the Caſe a little, I ſtand ready to make 
moreſill reaſonable Conceſſions, and if this Expreſſion 
Hell the Letter referr'd to is thought ſofter, and 
wentſvill go down better, I am willing to change it, 
; andi. That the Bible is of no Service to the Unre- 
ning generate. I would not diſpute about Words, 

ds üſßeither do I wiſh to faſten the Principle on any 
it Mi- Ine. I charitably hope (what Mr. Lee ſays he 
Paraſows) © that the profeſs'd Friends of the Work 
t) toff SOD do (in general) abhor ſuch Principles; 


Someſþo* thro? Inadvertence they often drop them. And 


whois they will forever do while they neglect Study 
rs ſayſpd Preparation Work, and govern themſelves by 
it theſſncertain - /mpulfes- and Impreſſions. Whatever 
le waifpod Meaning they have in their own Breaſts, 
riz'd ie People are led into Error by them, and the 

Vord of GOD diſparag'd.----To conclude, I am 
inutesuly ſorry for the Occaſion given me to write 
hat heſfſus, Religion ſeldom gains, but often loſes by 
ething] he ES Debates 
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Debates of this Kind. I pray Brother Lee and 


T 18 } n 


may have a well-govern'd Zeal for the Work x 
GOD. I truſt he will eſteem this a ſufficien; 
Anſwer. Would he have the Matter prov'd h 
Witneſſes ſworn ? I am ſure I don't think] 
am at preſent call'd to take ſuch extraordinar 
Methods to vindicate my Conduct, tho* I hay 
Aſſiſtance enough offer d. I doubt not but the 
Gentleman from whom I receiv'd my Informatiq 
had good Grounds for writing as he did, though] 
have not yet heard from him, Much leſs do 
hold my ſelf bound to gratify a particular Gen 
tleman's Curioſity, for which I am perſwaded hi 
Friends will not thank him, | 


ou 


Medford, Fune 18. 1742. 
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